LIVING ORTNODOXY 


= — ” —_— ow r 
(CTA, GTB, CTA TAb CABAW QA 
b aT <) 


VOLUME IV, No. 3; May-June 1982 


LIVING ORTHODOXY 
1S PUBLISHED WITH THE BLESSING OF 
$ HIS GRACE, BISHOP GREGORY 
OF WASHINGTON AND FLORIDA 
: (RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Mae OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA) 
= 


LIVING ORTHODOXY (ISSN 40279-8433) is published bimonthly at a base subscription rate 

‘of SS/ye. (sew special rates below) by the St. John of Kronstadt Press at Agape Comunity, Liberty, 1M 

RB WA. Second class postage paid at Liberty, IN. POSTMASTER: Send form 3579 co: 
LIVING ORTHODOXY, Liberty, TN 37095 


SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 2 yrs-/$11; 3 yrs./$15. Gift subscriptions may 
be entered by subscribers at the rate of $5/yr. Group orders of 6 or sore individually addressed copies 
are at the rate of $S/yr. each. Parish packets of 6 or more copies to the sane address are at the rate 
‘of {.SA/yr. each. Bulk orders (50+ capies/issue) 70e/copy + postage. invoiced For each issue. FOREIGN 
‘SOBSCRIBERS: Outside USA and its possessions, add S1/yr. for surface delivery. Air subscriptions can 

be accepted for one year only: Nexico, Caribbean, Central and So. Awerica, western Europe and N. Africa 
‘add $7.50; others add $9.00. ALL REMITTANCES WITH ORDER, IN US FUNDS, PLEASE! Subscribers are requested 
to sipply address changes in order to assure delivery and keep costs down. 


CONTENTS 

The Life of St. Tarasius, Patriarch of Constantinople 3 
From the Editor's Desk 17 
AGAPE COMMUNITY NOTES 18 
‘An Appeal for Aid to the Convent of Our Lady of Kazan in Australia 20 
Why Do the Orthodox Use a Three-barred Cross? 21 
On the Question of the Origin of the Slanted Crosswise Bar 22 
A Letter on the Same Subject, from St. John of Kronstadt 23 
LETTERS 26 
St. Hippolytus, On the End of the World, and on Antichrist, 

and on the Second Coming of Our Lord 25 
St. Hippolytus, On the Twelve Apostles 32 
NEW AND FORTHCOMING from the Press 34 
From the Press Bookservice 35 


FROM THE FATHERS 36 


THE LIFE OF OUR HOLY FATHER TARASIUS, 
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE 
[WHOSE MEMORY THE HOLY CHURCH CELEBRATES ON 25 FEBRUARY] 


‘The holy Tarasius was born in Constantinople. His father, George, and 
his mother, Eucratia, were of the nobility, belonging to the patrician 
class. When he reached maturity and had received a good education, 
Tarasius assumed various ducies at che imperial palace; everyone came to 
love and respect him for his wisdom and good character, and he was made 
one of the Emperor's counselors. The imperial throne was then occupied 
by Constantine VI Porphyrogenitus, the son of Leo the Khazar and grand~ 
son of Constantine V Copronymus; he was not reigning alone, but jointly 
with his mother Irene, since he was but ten years of age at the time of 
his accession. At that time Paul the Cypriot was Patriarch, a virtuous 
and devout man, but timorous and weak-willed. He was elevated to the 
patriarchate during che reign of Leo the Khazar, son of Copronymus, un- 
der whom the iconoclastic heresy, which had originated under Leo the 
Isaurian, grew increasingly stronger. Perceiving that many were under- 
going great suffering at the hands of the impious emperors for venerat— 
ing the holy icons, the Patriarch grew afraid, began to conceal his p: 
ety, and even entered into communion with the heretics. After the death 
of Leo the Khazar, the Patriarch wished to restore the pious custom of 
venerating the holy icons, but was unable, because he had no one to help 
him, whereas the heresy of the iconoclasts grew stronger and stronger, 
both in the capitol itself and in the other provinces of the Empire. 


This grieved the Patriarch sorely. Seeing that he could do nought for 
the triumph of Orthodoxy, Paul bechought himself of resigning the pa- 
triarchal throne, which he had occupied for less than four years. Fall- 
ing ill, he secretly departed from the patriarchal palace and went to 
the Monastery of St. Florus, where he received the tonsure into the ho~ 
ly schema. Word of the Patriarch's tonsure spread far and wide, and 
all were greatly amazed at the turn of events. But Empress Irene was 
exceeding sorrowful, because the Patriarch had abdicated his see with~ 
out mentioning his intention beforehand. She went with her son, the 
Emperor Constantine, to see him, and asked: “What is this chat thou 

hast done to us, my father? Wherefore hast thou so unexpectedly aban- 
doned thy hierarchical throne?” And Paul answered: "My illness and che 
expectation of imminent death, and in particular the disorders in our 
Church, have impelled me to relinquish the patriarchal throne and re- 
ceive the holy schema. The Church is undergoing much at the hands of 


the iconoclasts and, as a result of the continued triumph of the icono- 
clastic heresy, she hath sustained a grievous wound. Like many others, 
I, wretch that I am, have not been able to avoid the snares of the he- 
retics, and have fouled myself therein, whereof I now bitterly repent; 
for thrice have I signed heretical decrees with my own hand, whereof 1 
now bitterly repent. But what grieveth and depressech me especially is 
that I perceive that all the provinces subject to you, preserving the 
rule of Faith inviolate and following Orthodox doctrine, are estranging 
themselves from our Church and, holding themselves to be che flock of 
Christ, are driving us away from them, as chough we were not sheep of 
the same fold. Hence, I decline to be a shepherd in a heretical assem- 
bly and much prefer to die rather than to be subject co the anathemas 
laid down by the primates of the four apostolic sees. 


"God hath given royal authority into your hands, that ye may care for 
the flock of Christ which liveth on earth. Wherefore, look upon the 
tribulation of your Mother, the Church; do not permit Her to languish 
inconsolate in grief, but take care that She again attain ller former 
glory. Da not allow this heresy, hateful to God, to lasce waste to and 
destory the vineyard of Christ during your reign, like a swine descend~ 
ing upon a meadow, befouling it with impious heresy. Ye have a skilled 
laborer who helpeth you in your good endeavors. He can cultivate the 
grapes of true confession and, placing them in the press of God's Church, 
can £111 the cup of wisdom therewith and prepare the vintage of the true 
Orthodox Faith for the faithful." 


When the Patriarch had finished, the Empress Irene asked him: “Of whom 
dost thou speak, father?" 


"L have in mind Tarasius, who occupieth the first place in your imperial 
council," replied the Patriarch, “for I know that he is completely wor- 
thy to govern the Church, since with the staff of his knowledge he can 
ward off the false teaching of the heretics, be a good shepherd of the 
rational flock of Christ, and bring it together as one." 


Having listened to what Patriarch Paul had to say, the pious Empress I~ 
rene and her son, Emperor Constantine, sadly took cheir leave of Paul. 
And he said to certain senators who remained behind: "0, if only I did 
not have to occupy the patriarchal throne when our Church of Constanti- 
nopie is in turmoil because of oppressors and calleth down upon itself 
the curses of the four ecumenical patriarchates: of Rome, Alexandria, 


Antioch, and Jerusalem! If a seventh ecumenica! council is not convened 
and che heresy of the iconoclasts is not condemned, we will not be able 
to be saved!" 


Then the senators asked him: "Why was it that, at thy consecration as 
patriarch, thou didst sign the decree of the {conoclasts?" And Paul an- 
swered: "1 now repent of then having signed, and I fear that the Lord 
will punish me, since out of fear I kept silence and did not actively 
oppose the heresy. Yea, { now repent, and I hold that it is impossible 
for one to be saved if he remaineth in heresy!" 


Soon afterwards, Patriarch Paul departed peacefully to che Lord. Then 
the inhabitants of the imperial city, fearlessly and without regard to 
the danger, began to converse and dispute with the heretics concerning 
the holy icons, whereas hitherto from the time of Leo che Isaurian, no 
one had dared to speak out in defense of the holy icons. And the pious 
Empress Irene, with all the imperial council, began to search for a wise 
and worthy man to occupy Paul's place, who could put an end to the tur 
moil in the Church; but they were unable to find anyone as worthy as 
Tarasius. Tarasius was then a layman; but as they remembered that Paul 
had counselled that he be elected, he was the choice of all. But Tara~ 
sius staunchly refused. Then Empress Irene assembled people of every 
rank, both laymen and clergy, and all the people went to the Magnaurus 
Palace, which was located in the suburbs, in a place known as Eden; and 
in the presence of all that illustrious company, she said: "Ye know that 
Patriarch Paul hath departed from us; now we must elect for ourselves 
another good shepherd and teacher of the Church to fill his place. 

And to this all cried aloud: "There can be no other such man than Tara 
sius!" 


And the blessed Tarasius, standing in their midst, said: "I see that the 
Church of God hath been divided and disunited. The Christians of both 
the East and the West are anathematizing us. Grievous is this disunity 
and dreadful is separation from the Kingdom of God! Let there be con- 
vened an ecumenical council where we can be united again in che Faith; 
let our Faith be one, just as we were illumined by a single baptism; for 
nought, ye know, is more pleasing in God's eyes than that all abide u- 
nited in Faith and Love. This is what I, unworthy and inexperienced, 
demand, if I am to assume the government of the Church. If an ecumeni- 
cal council is not summoned, if the heresy of iconoclasm is not subjected 
to the condemnation which it deserveth, and if there be not unity in 


the Faith between the Orthodox Churches of East and West, { will not 
consent to assume the pacriarchate, lest 1 bring down curses and con- 
dennation upon myself, for no earthly king can deliver me from the judge- 
ment of God and eternal punishment.” 


When they had heard this, all resolved to convene a seventh Ecumenical 
Council, and besought Tarasius not to refuse to be their pastor. They 
promised him obedience in all things, just as sheep atcend to the voice 
of their shepherd, for they were wholly convinced that the holy Tarasius 
could set the rational flock upon the true path. Thus they prevailed 
upon Tarasius to accept che primatial rank and the governance of the 
Church of Constantinople. Ordained through all the clerical ranks in 
sequence, the saint was elevated co the patriarchate, in the steadfast 
hope that the Lord would help him to extirpate the heresy of iconoclasm. 


With the change of his state, the holy Tarasius changed also his manner 
of life, even though previously, when he was in the world, he had al~ 
ready been a monk in spirit; but when he occupied the hierarchical see, 
he began with all the more zeal to exercise himself in spiritual strug- 
gles and became an angel in flesh, aflame in spirit, zealously laboring 
in the Lord's sight, subjecting his flesh to his spirit, and through the 
mortification thereof attaining that blameless purity wherewith the an- 
gels are invested. Astounding was his abstinence, great was his fasting 
and unflagging his vigilance; but a few hours only did he set aside for 
sleep, but he abode for nights at a time in prayer and thought of God; 
he did not have a soft bed; he avoided luxurious raiment. None of the 
Patriarch's servants ever saw him remove his belt and garments when he 
wished to fortify his powers wich sleep for a season; never did the holy 
man permit anyone else to remove his shoes from his feet, mindful of the 
Savior's words: "The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto" (Mc 20: 
28), and he was ever his own servant, providing an example of humility 
to others. To the poor and destitute he was exceedingly merciful; he 
fed the hungry, clothed the naked, organized hospitals, and each day had 
food distributed from his patriarchal palace. On the day of the Resur- 
rection of Christ and on other feastdays, he had a banquet prepared for 
the needy, during which he himself waited upon the poor. Moreover, the 
holy Tarasius founded hostels and, with the means bequeathed him after 
his parents’ repose, founded a monastery on the Thracian side of the 
Bosphoros, in which he assembled a choir of virtuous monks; of chem, 
many later achieved such perfection that they were called to hierarchi- 
cal thrones and showed themselves to be unshakeable pillars of the Ca- 


tholic Faith. And St- Tarasius strove especially to restore the vene- 
ration of the holy icons and to overthrow the blasphemous iconoclastic 
heresy. For this, he ever reminded the Emperor and Empress to convene 
an ecumenical council. 


And, lo! Emperor Constantine and Empress Irene, his mother, who then 
governed the entire realm during the minority of her son, together with 
the most holy Tarasius, wrote letters to all the patriarchs and bishops, 
summoning them to a council. Bishops assembled in the imperial city 
from various places, and the patriarchs dispatched their legates: Adrian, 
pope of Rome, in consequence of the difficulty of the long journey, did 
not himself arrive ac the council; and the patriarchates of Alexandria, 
Antioch and Jerusalem had by then fallen under the yoke of Islam, and 
were thus not able to be present at the council in person; for this rea~ 
son they sent spiritual men, renowned for their piety and wisdom, to 

act as their legates. 


Chosen as the site of the Council's session was the Great Church erected 
by Constantine the Great, the first Christian emperor, and rebuilt and 
magnificently appointed by the Emperor Justinian. In this church as~ 
sembled the most holy Tarasius, the bishops and the legates of the other 
patriarchs; also present were the Emperor Constantine and his mother I- 
rene. Suddenly there burst into the church a large company of armed 
warriors, proponents of the iconoclastic heresy, to which they had bi 
inclined by Constantine Copronymus, the Emperor's grandfather, and in 
which they had remained ever since. Secretly warned by certain bishops 
and nobles, who were infected by this same heresy, these soldiers, 
steeped in the errors of iconoclasm, having armed themselves, went to 
the church and rushed in with a great cry. 
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‘We will not permit you to repudiate the dogmas of Emperor Constantine!" 
they shouted; "Let that which he confirmed and laid down as law at his 
council remain steadfast and unshaken. We will not allow idols (for as 
such did they refer to the holy icons) to be introduced into the church 
of God. If anyone dare refuse to submit to the decisions of the council 
of Constantine Copronymus and, rejecting its resolutions, begin to bring 
idols into the churches, the ground will be stained with bishops’ blood!” 
Beholding such turmoil and confusion, the Empress and the Emperor sig- 
naled the bishops to leave their places, and then all present at the 
Council dispersed. But when several days had passed, the soldiers and 
their leaders had been punished by the pious Empress Irene as they de~ 


served: stripped of their military rank, they were condemned to hard 
labor at tilling the land throughout the villages of the empire. 


Then a place was prepared for the sessions of the Council in the Bithy- 
nian city of Nicea. There, where the first Ecumenical Council had been 
convened to condemn the heresy of the impious Arius, it was decided to 
convene another Council, Thither went the most holy Tarasius, Patriarch 
of Constantinople, and with him the legates of the patriarchs, who were 
for Adrian of Rome, Peter, the principal presbyter of Rome, and another 
Peter, a monk; for Politianus of Alexandria, the Hieromonk Thomas; for 
Theodoretus of Antioch and Elias of Jerusalem, che Hicromonk John. Also, 
St. Tarasius took with him one of the Emperor's counsellors, Nicephoros, 
who later, after the death of Tarasius, was elevated to che patriarchal 
throne because of his virtuous life, In all, three hundred sixty-seven 
holy fathers attended the Council. Joining them in Nicea, the most holy 
Patriarch Tarasius opened the sessions of the Council in the city's lar= 
gest church. 


The first sessions of the Seventh Ecumenical Council took place on 26 
September 787, the feast of the holy protomartyr Thecla. The session 
was opened with an introductory speech by the holy Tarasius, in which, 
expounding the reasons for the council's being called, he admonished 
the bishops to deliberate carefully, that the unorthodox teachings which 
long before had been introduced into the Church might be uprooted. Al- 
so read was the Emperor's epistle to the Council, in which it was men- 
tioned that when Patriarch Paul was dying he had advised that it was 
essential to convoke a council for the eradication of the heresy of the 
iconoclasts. The holy fathers blessed the Emperor and his mother for 
their great concern for the Orthodox Faith. Thereafter, they proceeded 
to hear statements of repentance from bishops who had fallen into here~ 
sy, and who anathematized their former errors and gave utterance to an 
Orthodox confession of faith. One of them, Basil of Ancyra, read from 
a scroll he held in his hands, the following: 


"To those who do not venerate the holy icons-—anathema! To those who 
call the holy icons idols---anathema! To those who cite passages from 
the sacred Scriptures against the veneration of the holy icons-—-ana- 
thema! To those who reject the Traditions of the holy Fathers as Arius, 
Nestorius, Eutychius, and Dioscorus rejected them---anathema! To those 
who maintain that the veneration of the holy icons is not from the holy 
Fathers—anathema! To those who hold that the Church Catholic accepteth 
idols—anathema 


Like statements did many other bishops issue, and all bishops who re~ 
pented were given a place at the Council among the rest of the Orthodox 
bishops. Judgement over those who wavered was postponed for a time, for 
the holy Tarasius said: “Ic is difficult to give oneself over to a treat~ 
ment for a longstanding iilness; and it is difficult to uproot bad mo- 
rals. But if people who are spiritually ill repent, the holy council 
will accept them and will not deprive them of their rank.” 


The holy Council lasted for thirty days; during chis time those who took 
part {n the Council meeting together, reviewed in the divine Scriptures 
and in the doctrine of the holy Fathers and teachers of the Church those 
passages which applied co the dogma of the veneration of the holy icons 
and on the basis of the sacred Scriptures and the Traditions of the 
Church they scruck down che impious teaching of the heretics. Moreover, 
they cited the reliable hiscory of the Holy Napkin, on which Christ tl 
Lord had wrought che image of His countenance and sent ir to Abgar of 
Edessa, who, a5 soon as he had bowed down before it, received healing 
Immediately; they cited also the tradicion of the icon of the holy Apos~ 
cles Peter and Paul, which St. Sylvester, Pope of Rome, had shown to the 
Emperor Constantine; they spoke also of an icon of Christ to which the 
Jews in Beirut had done violence, for which they were punished, and they 
recalled how St. Athanisius had borned witness concerning this. When 
they were reading the account of this holy {con, all the holy Fathers 
wept. Finally, they anathematized the heresy of the iconoclasts and con- 
firmed the veneration of the holy icons; great joy was there on that oc 
casion in the holy churches which, wich heartfelt exultation, accepted 
the establishment of the veneration of icons, and che whole nation cele- 
brated, giving utterance to good wishes co che imperial rulers and to 

the pastors. Thus, through the great care of the most holy Patriarch 
Tarasius and the concern of the pious Empress Irene, the heresy of the 
iconoclasts was overthrown and trampled underfoot, and peace came again 
to the Church of Christ. 


Wisely did the holy Tarasius govern the Church of God, being a helper of 
the oppressed and an aid to the afflicted. Thus, John, the Emperor's 
protospatharius (captain of the Emperor's personal bodyguard), was for 
some crime cast into prison and subjected to the cruelest of tortures; 
escaping at night from bondage, he fled to the church and concealed him 
self under the Holy Table of the sanctuary, begging for mercy and to be 
delivered from death. Then the holy hierarch Tarasius defended him and 
would not deliver him to the soldiers sent after him by the Empress I- 


rene. They set a guard day and night ac che doors of the church, wait— 
ing for him to attempt to escape, for chey believed that he would ulti- 
mately be forced to leave the church. But God's holy hierarch, sending 
him food from his own table, enabled him to remain in the Altar of the 
church; and when he found it necessary to leave the church, the saint 
himself accompanied him, concealing him beneath his mantia, and then 
brought him back again wich similar precautions. This did he do for a 
long time, ministering to that man like a slave, not disdaining such lu~ 
bor. And the good pastor shepherded his sheep, defending him from death; 
finally, by his hierarchical authority, St. Tarasius boldly put an end 
to the attempts of those people who wished co slay the man who was under 
his protection: he told them that he would excommunicate them if they 
continued to persecute the prisoner. Thus the protospatharius escaped 
condemnation and execution, thanks to the assistance of his good shep~ 
herd, St. Tarasius. 


Meanwhile, Emperor Constantine, having reached the age of twenty, under 
the influence of evil counsellors removed from power by his pious mother 
the Empress Irene 


Meanwhile, Emperor Constantine, having reached the age of twenty, fell 
under the influence of evil counsellors who had been removed from power 
by his pious mother the Empress Irene, who had wisely governed the whole 
empire; and he began to govern alone. Freed from his mother's restraint, 
he gave himself over to excesses and began to lead an indecent life. 
Without any cause, he spurned his lawful spouse, the Empress Maria (che 
granddaughter of Sc. Philaret the Almsgiver) and became inflamed with 
an-ill{cit love for another woman, Theodotia by name; he began to live 
with her secretly, and considered making her his consort and empress, 
after imprisoning his lawful spouse. Attempting co find something where~ 
of to accuse Maria, he slanderously accused her of attempting to destroy 
him by means of poison. This lie the Emperor told to everyone as if it 
were the truth, spreading it everywhere. The Emperor was believed, and 
rumor of the Empress's intent to poison him spread far and wide among 
the people. News of it even reached the holy Patriarch Tarasius; and he 
was grieved when he learned of the Emperor's perfidy, for he was firmly 
convinced of the innocence of the Empress Maria. Therefore, he began to 
consider how he might make Constantine understand and disclose to him 

the full extent of his sinfulness and unrighteousness. 


At that time there came to the most holy Patriarch one of the Emperor's 
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favorite nobles, who informed him that the Empress had prepared poison 
for the Emperor, presenting this falsehood as truth. At the conclusion 
of his account, he added: "And now, most holy facher, it behooveth thee 
to bless the Emperor to enter into a new marriage with a more faithful 
wife." These words grieved St. Tarasius exceedingly, and he wept and 
said: "Tf the Emperor is really contemplating that of which thou speak— 
est; if he actually wishes to divorce Maria, who is joined with him in 
accordance with the law of God and with him forms one flesh, then I know 
not how he will be anle to bear the shame and disgrace before all the 
people. 1 cannot understand how, thereafter, he will be able to be an 
example of chastity for his subjects, how he will be able to urge them 
to abstinence. Will he be in a position to Judge and condemn people for 
the sins of adultery, while he himself is benighted by the selfsame ini- 
quitous desire? Let us suppose that all chat thou hast said is the 
truth; still, he should heed the Lord's words: "Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, except for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 
dultery" (Mt 5:32). And is ic true that the Empress has prepared a dead~ 
ly poison for the Emperor? How could it be that in this instance she 
has another man, more valorous and comely than our sovereign who is re~ 
nowned for his comeliness and is in the flower of his youth? Nay, I 
perceive clearly that this lie {s aimed solely at dishonoring an honor~ 
able marriage, at defiling an undefiled bed, and at the victory of adul- 
tery. This is my reply, and not only that of me personally, but of all 
pastors and fathers like unto me. Inform them that have sent thee, 

that we do not place any credence in what thou hast said, and that we 

are prepared to endure death and grievous torments rather than bless 

such an iniquitous affair. Lec the Emperor know that he hath not our 
consent for his unrighteous design! 


On hearing this, the noble retired from the Patriarch's pressence dis~ 
appointed and informed the Emperor of all that he had heard from the 
blessed Tarasius. The Emperor then fell into a revery, and he marvelled 
at the great staunchness and marvellous zeal of the Patriarch; he even 
grew somewhat afraid, lest St. Tarasius hinder him in the attainment of 
his intention. Therefore, he decided to summon the holy man into his 
presence and receive him with honor, hoping to soften the Patriarch's 
heart with his words and win him over to his side. 


The holy Patriarch Tarasius came to the Emperor accompanied by the vene- 
rable elder John, who at the Seventh Ecumenical Council had been the 
legate of the patriarchs of Antioch and Alexandria. When Constantine 
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and his guescs had seated themselves, as was the custom, the Emperor ap- 
pealed to the Patriarch as follows: 


“Through an emissary, honored father, I informed thee of what hath trans- 
pired with us. I honor and respect thee as a father, and hence I wish 
not to concel ought from thee. But it seems essential for me co inform 
thee personally of that enmity and of the snares which my spouse is lay~ 
ing for me. She was not given to me by God; for she would have been a 
help-meet for me, but she has shown herself to be rather my most wicked 
foe. The law itself commandeth me to divorce her, and no one can oppose 
this mine intention. Her guilt, her evil design, are apparent to all. 
Therefore, she must, according to the decision of the court, either un- 
dergo execution, or receive th monastic tonsure. Wishing to show her 
mercy, I am prepared to be satisfied with her tonsure in a convent; let 
her grieve and repent of her sin until death. It is not a simple man, 
not some stranger, she hath desired to poison, but her own husband, the 
Emperor, who is dreadful to his enemies. If her vile plan had succeeded, 
che whole empire would have been cast into a turmoil, and rumor of her 
wicked deed would have spread throughout the whole world. 


‘As he concluded his speech, the Emperor signaled his servants, and they 
straightway brought in a glass vessel in which there was some cloudy 
Liquid. The Emperor directed the most holy Patriarch's attention to it, 
saying that it was the deadly poison with which che Empress wished se~ 
cretly to take his life. And he added: "Is any further proof needed of 
the Empress's guilt when we have in our hands this the instrument of her 
wicked intent? Is it not plain what she deserveth? Wherefore should 
we delay her condemnation? Nay, father, do thou quickly counsel her to 
accept the tonsure, if thou wishest to see her yet among the living! 1 
can no longer dwell with her in matrimony; I cannot bear the sight of 
her; for this deadly poison which she prepared for me is ever before 
mine eyes!” 


Perceiving that the Emperor was infected with impure lust, and under- 
standing that he was accusing unjustly the innocent and chaste Empress 
for the gratification of his desire, the most holy Tarasius, fearing 
nought, said: "0 Emperor, do not wage war against the law established 
by God Himself; do not rise up with insidious perfidy against the truth, 
hiding behind a wicked fabrication, transgressing and violating the 
commandements of God. The Emperor must do all things openly, freely, 
with a clean conscience; he should not undertake anything secretly and 
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perfidiously against God Who hath bestowed upon him the royal crown, 
violating the divine commandments. It is plain to all that the Empress 
is completely innocent of that of which thou hast accused her, i.e., 
that she intended’to slay thee. For who can compare with chee in come- 
Itness, whom could she love more than chee that she could conceive the 
evil thought of poisoning chee? Who wieldech more authority and re~ 
ceiveth more respect than thee; who is greater in nobility and wealth 
than thee, who art honored wich imperial authority, and hast control of 
vast riches; whom could the Empress prefer? Great is thy dominion. 
Thou surpassest all in nobility, for thy father, grandfather and great- 
grandfather all occupied the imperial throne. Thy glory goeth to the 
very ends of the earth, and thy riches are impossible to calculate. 

Who could be better than thee for thine Empress? Nay, O Emperor, what 
thou sayest cannot be; it is a lie intended to undermine chy royal might 
and to make thee a laughing-stock in the eyes of che nations, a by-word 
amongst the pagans. We dare not put asunder thy lawful bond of matri- 
mony, for we fear the judgement of God, and we cannot give credence to 
chose rumors which would fain besmirch thy royal spouse. Nay, we cannot 
do this, even were we to undergo tortures and sufferings. We know that 
thou art possessed of a sinful desire for a certain woman, and hast even 
cleaved unto her in illicit union. How can we treat thee with respect, 
0 Emperor, when we see that thou dost violate che commandments of God 
openly? How canst thou approach the Altar, the Throne of God, to par- 
take with us of the most pure Mysteries of Christ? God Himself beareth 
witness that we cannot permit thee in the Altar for divine Communion, 
even though thou arc the Emperor. For even to the priests of old was 

it said: "Do not permit them to trample upon Mine Altar.'" 


And when he had said this, the most holy Patriarch fell silent. After 
him, the aforementioned John also greatly admonished the Emperor. But 
the Emperor did not wish to listen to them, and flew into a great rage 
and grew wroth. And ail the grandees and nobles who surrounded the Em- 
peror were also displeased. One of them, a patrician by lineage, even 
boasted that with his own hands he would bury his sword in John's belly 
for speaking against the Emperor's will. Filled with anger, the Emperor 
commanded that both of them---the most holy Patriarch Tarasius and the 
honored elder John——-be driven in disgrace from the imperial palace. 

And those two men, persecuted for righteousness’ sake, departed from him, 
emulating St. John the Baptist, who once denounced the iniquitous mar- 
riage of Herod. And departing, they shook the dust from their feet and 
said: "We are not answerable for your iniquity!” 
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Then the Emperor drove the lawful Empress from his palace into a convent 
and had her forcibly tonsured; and he himself contracted a marriage with 
his paramour Theodotia, who was distantly related to him on his father's 
side. This iniquicous marriage was performed without the Patriarch's 
knowledge by the steward of the Great Church, the priest Joseph, who for 
his audacity was subsequently excommunicated from the Church. The most 
holy Patriarch strove in every way possible to annul this adulterous 
marriage, but was unable, for the Emperor boasted that he would again 
restore the heresy of the iconoclasts of his marriage was placed under 
ban. Therefore, St. Tarasius let the Emperor remain in his iniquity, 
that yet greater evil might not befall the Church of Christ. For the 
holy Patriarch was ever mindful that the father, grandfather, and great~ 
grandfather of the Emperor were all iconoclasts, who slew many Chris~ 
tians because they venerated the holy images. The Emperor, enraged at 
the Patriarch, oppressed him in every way possible, but the holy hier- 
arch endured it all wich great patience, giving thanks to God and acting 
as befitted his archpastoral rank. But when a certain time had lapsed, 
the retribution of God fell upon the Emperor. His mother, the pious 
Empress Irene, had long since taken notice of his wicked and evil life; 
she saw how her son was trampling upon the law of God, and was even pre~ 
pared to restore iconoclasm. And loving God and His righteousness more 
even than her own son, she took counsel with the principal nobles and 
overthrew her son, placing him under guard and imprisoning him in the 
palace where he had been born, and which was known as the Porphyry Pa- 
lace. Later, she ordered him blinded, just as five years earlier he 

had blinded his father's three brethren: Nicetas, Anthimus, and Eudoxius. 
Then the Emperor, receiving a punishment which fit his deeds, died of 

a disease, and Irene took upon herself the royal sceptre and set aright 
all that had gone awry during the reign of her son. 


Thereafter, the most holy Tarasius, the favorite of God, remained in 
peace and tranquillity, zealously shepherding his reason-endowed flock 
and governing the Church, which had been cleansed of heretics. From the 
day of his consecration, he had himself celebrated the Divine Liturgy 
daily, and had never allowed this custom to lapse, even when he was ill. 
But when the holy one had reached a very advanced old age, he was struck 
down by a bodily illness. Sensing the approach of his death, the most 
holy Patriarch Tarasius tried even then not to set aside his goodly ha- 
bit, even though he had become so weak that he could barely rise from 
his bed. But the time did come when he had to cease celebrating the 
Divine Liturgy. 


At the time of his repose, St. Tarasius struggled with unclean spirits 
and victoriously put them to flight. When chey, examining his life from 
his very youth, strove falsely to ascribe to him many unrighteous deeds, 
he replied to them: "I am innocent of that of which ye accuse me; ye 
have no authority over me whatsoever!” Present was the author of his 
"Life", Ignatius, Bishop of Nicea, who at that time was yet a deacon. 
Bending over the sick man, Ignatius heard the saint utter these words. 
And when the holy Tarasius could no longer control his speech, he drove 
the demons away with his hands and overcame them. At sunset when, ac~ 
cording to custom, they chanced the psalms of David and had begun to 
chant the psalm ‘Bow down Thine ear, 0 Lord, and hearken unto me’ (Ps 
85:1), St. Tarasius surrendered his holy soul peacefully into the hands 
of the Lord, and all the while his face shone with light. This holy hi- 
erarch had shepherded the Church of Christ for twenty-two years, and 
reposed during the reign of the Emperor Nicephorus, who ascended the 
throne after Irene. The Emperor, all the people, the nobility, clergy 
and laity, and especially the poor and destitute, the orphans and widows, 
were exceedingly grieved over his departure. For he had been merciful 
to all, had behaved toward all as a good shepherd, a loving father and 
an experienced guide, and had helped each one in his sorrows and mis~ 
fortunes. 


The precious body of St. Tarasius was buried in the monastery which he 
had buile on the Bosphorus, and many received healing at his tomb. 


Thus, for example, a certain woman who for many years had suffered an 
issue of blood received healing. Since entrance into that monastery was 
forbidden to women, she entered dressed in men's clothing. With faith 
she touched the tomb of the most holy Tarasius, took oil from the lamp 
which hung above it, and straightway received healing from her infirmi- 
ty. Other women did the same thing, and all were cured of their ail- 
ments. A certain man, who was blind in one eye, received healing at the 
tomb of the saint when he anointed his blind eye with oil from the lam- 
pada. Another man with a withered arm, approaching with faith, anointed 
his arm with oil and received healing. And many others as well were 
cured through the prayers of the holy Tarasius; and the demonized also 
were restored to health. 


This great zealot of Orthodoxy set himself against the iconoclastic he- 
retics not only during his lifetime, but even after his repose. During 
the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Leo the Armenian, the iconoclastic 
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heres y again came into force because the Emperor was a proponent there 
of. St. Tarasius appeared in a dream to Leo and with great ire command- 
ed a certain soldier named Michael to strike down the impious Emperor 
with his sword. And Michael struck the Emperor and ran him through. 

Leo woke from sleep in fear and trembling and was greatly astonished. 
Thinking chat there might be some man named Michael in the Monastery of 
St. Tarasius plotting against his life, he sent servants thither to 
learn what they said of this Michael. He did not realize that this Mi- 
chael was in his own household, a military commander surnamed Valvos or 
Traulius, who did subsequently pierce the Emperor with a sword on the 
very Feast of the Nativity of Christ. Thus did the impious Emperor pe- 
rish, vanquished by the prayers of St. Tarasius, who confirmed the faith 
in the all-holy Trinity. Amen. 


[Translated by Isaac E. Lambertson, from the Lives of the Saints in the Russian Language, as Set Forth in 


the Henology of St. Diaitry of Rostov, Vol. VI (Feb.), pp. 438-454 (Moscow: Synodal Press, 1905). All 
rights reserved.) 


FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


Work continues on the press-.-greatly aided by che revenues from a ve~ 
ry large outside Job (an order for 2500 copies of a 44-page catalog for 
the food wholesale co-op from which we purchase most of our supplies), 
which has made possible the purchase of replacements for most of the 
aged rollers which have been the principal culprits in poor inking on 
the press. This same job, however, has thrown production schedules far 
behind (this issue of LIVING ORTHODOXY, while it will be technically 
‘published! by the USPS deadline of 30 June, will not be ready for mail~ 
ing before the end of the week..-and everything else falls in behind 
it). Nevertheless, at this point the Press is in need of a considerable 
quantity of such toutside' work, in order to keep the equipment busy e~ 
nough to pay for its maintenance and provide some semblance of ‘wages! 
for the publisher/printer...something which LIVING ORTHODOXY, even with 
additional revenue from book sales, can probably not be expected to do 
for a long time to come. So remember us when you have printing work to 
be done! 


Nevertheless, the booklet printing of the "Letters from a Convert" will 
be completed only slightly later than anticipated..-early next month. 
Those who have been kind enough to make prepublication orders may expect 
to receive them in the mail before the end of July (if the USPS delivers 
with any reasonable speed!). Immediately afterward will come the re- 
printing of the "Life of St. Spyridon" for St. Spyridon's Church in 
Perth Amboy...and then on at once to the July/August issue of LIVING 
ORTHODOXY « 


ALL this work has not been without its difficulties, but one problem af- 
ter another has been confronted, and more or less satisfactorily re- 
solved, and our confidence grows that the Press will be able to survive 
and continue to grow in service cto the Church. 


One of our greatest needs for the near fucure (in addition to the per- 
sistent need for additional subscribers) is for good editorial material 
sseuhatever you may have to offer. Also, your comments on material which 
has been presented, and material which you would like to see, are al- 
ways welcome. But most of all.-.we plead for your continued prayers on 
our behalf. 


AGAPE COMMUNITY NOTES 


This spring has been busy enough at the Community.-.marked especially 
by a dramatic increase in the amount of Press work (the "Spiritual Por- 
trait of St. John of Kronstadt" and the "Letters from a Convert" done 

or in the works, together with the reprinting of the "Life of St+ Spy- 
ridon" and the production of a large printing of a catalog, as well 

as other projects in the planning stages), and a major rebuilding pro 
ject at the community/priest's house: the entire floor in the back 

half of the house had to be rebuilt from the ground up...before some 
resident or visitor found out that the floor was insufficient to sup~ 
port his weight. Into the bargain, the walls of the gloomy ‘pantry’ 
have been completely replaced, a genuine ‘store-bought’ window installed 
in place of the excuse for a window which previously let in very little 
Light but a great deal of cold air. Shockingly, that previously very 
unpleasant room has now become the most attractive in the house! The 
kitchen walls and ceiling have been painted, greatly increasing the light 
level, and the floor finished with a super-durable commercial vinly~ 
asbestos tile...in hopes that che job will ‘never! have to be redone. 
Matushka is in the midst of doing shelves, cabinets and other woodwork 
in pleasant enamel colors....and it is to be hoped that the end result 
will be a very pleasant and serviceable kitchen...both for our family 
and for those many occasions on which it must serve as kitchen for se~ 
veral times the normal number. For the moment, however, we continue to 
live around the many piles of the contents of kitchen and pantry sto~ 
rage facilities which have at least temporarily disappeared...pending 
the completion of new shelves and cabinets. 


So devastating was the job to the liveability of the house that it was 
deemed necessary for Matushka and che children to cake a vacation while 
the worst of it (the demolition of the old floor and installation of a 
new floor-structure) was accomplished. Our one visitor during that pe- 
riod found it necessary to endure not only bachelor-cooking, but as well 
a house with only a few square feet of walkable space, seating space for 
only two at the table, and chairs for just three or four in the living- 
room. Nevertheless, we had a very good visit! 


As always, the doors of the Community remain open co visitors, whether 
Orthodox travellers seeking a place of stopover or in which to live in 

the Faith in a more primitive environment than usual, or inquirers seek- 
ing a direct experience of Orthodoxy in a rural setting. However, Agape 
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is not a good place for a vacation" for those whose motives have nothing 
to do with the Faith..,life here is just coo demanding for it co be a 
comfortable place for those who have no reason to endure the difficulty. 


Unfortunately, one of the side-effects of all the work on the house and 
the press is that we have little to show in the way of a garden this 
year...what the groundhogs didn't get, the weeds threaten to engulf. In 
fact, at the moment, the weeds threaten co engulf che whole place..-the 
past couple of weeks have been lived under extreme pressure to get the 
catalog Job off the press before its deadline, and now the same pressure 
applies with regard to LIVING ORTHODOXY...but perhaps it will be on its 
way before the end of the week, and just perhaps we'll still be able to 
{Ind che lawn-mower (or, more accurately, weed-chopper) at that time! 


So...those who might Journey this way with visions in mind of a neat 
Lttle picture-book 'farm' be forewarned! There simply isn't enough 
manpower at present to do even what we would like on the farm...and we 
are no doubt far more comfortable with our subtropical jungle (no kid~ 
ding..+.we measured a 12' weed last summer!) chan many of our visitors 
might bee 


Molly, the pony-mare, is expected to foal early this fall (her second 
since we have had her)...and if her first foal is any indication, she 
should bring us a beautiful little creature. She seems well and content 
with her life of ease...she's rarely expected to do anything other than 
stand around looking maternal, and seems to have little inclination to 
push through any of our excuses for fences. The lictle mule Nicky, who 
is much more adventurous and a constant aggravation with fences, has 
been loaned out to a friend who wants to work with him for a while...the 
best thing for him and for us. 


Amidst all the weeds, there is an ever-growing young orchard, in which 
most of the trees seem to be faring well. Unfortunately, a late hard 
freeze this spring almost certainly did in what would have been the first 
small crop from many of these trees...so we'll have to wait another year 
to find out what they taste like. 


Summer has been kind to us thus far....none of the blistering weather 
we had to endure two years ago. Indeed, most nights we have had to have 
substantial cover on the beds, and most days have been comfortable for 
all but the most strenuous work except in midafternoon (or is it that 
we are getting better able to live with the world as the Lord gives ic 
to us?). For all summer's glories, we give thanks! 
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An Appeal for Aid to the 
Convent of Our Lady of Kazan in Austealia 


Monasteries are powerhouses of prayer and sources of spiritual en 
their inhabitants, but also for those who have cotact wit th 
physical evidence of our faith and love for God and His Church, 


ur thirst for spiritual endeavor has not been satiated. They bear witwess to onr active andl 
eal 


spiritually thriving membership in the Church, for where there isa 
is the spiritual life 

There isawomen’s monastery in Syuney, Australia, the Convent ofthe Kazaut ly 
the Theotokos, which while outwardly inewmspicuous, and hardly known among the: 
Orthodox in other countries, is perfornnig its vital fan ayer and spiritual soppont 
for the faithful 

Unfortunately. the convent building isin lamentable state of disrepair. The chapel 
and cells for the nuns are all locate i a barracks building which s now sodilapidated, the 
cost of repairs would far exceed the cust ofa new building. It isso infected with termites 

‘There are ten elderly nuns in the convent who, besides their poxlvs of prayer and 
ascetic exercises, make candles for the parishes. True to their vunes of poverty. th 
themselves have nothing, but also the convent itself is poor and licks financial resources 
The sisters echaust themselves with their work simply in order to generate enough income 


nastery 


to meet their daily running expenses. The renovations or, rather, plans for rebuilding, that 

are now called for, are simply beyond their means. With the passing of each day, the 

possibility of the nuas’ continuing to inhabit the building becomes less and less realistie 
catastrophe 


and the need to replace the building has become 1 

Recognizing the spiritual value of the convent 
diocesan administration there has charged Father Nikita Chemodakov with the formation 
of acommittee to finance the building of a new convent and church, 

‘We appeal to our readers nd to all those who also recoxnize the value of a monastery 
in this present world, to give all they can to this most worthy cause, The need is great — 
land urgent, The nuns must be re-housed as soon as possible 

Please help and support them, May God bless and reward you! 

Donations should be sent to 


Building Committee for the Convent 
of Our Lady of Kazan 


Kentlyn, N.S.W. 2560, Australia 


w2+20-== 


WHY DO THE ORTHODOX 
USE A THREE-BARRED CROSS? 


The following articles speak clearly 
concerning the matter of the lower 
bar of the ‘Russtan' cross-—-the 
slanted bar which represents the 
footrest, the ‘footstool’, upon which 
Our Lord stood. Whether in fact the 
Roman cross upon which He was cru~ 
cified had such a piece (and some 
historical matertals indicate that 

it probably did) {s of only acade- 
mic interest. But what of the upper- 
most bar? This represents the sign 
which Pilate had affixed to the 
Gross, bearing the legend "Jesus 

of Nazareth, King of the Jews’, and 
most painted crosses bear some let~ 
tering representing this legend. So 
it {s that the characteristic Russian 
cross has three bars...a cendency 
reinforced, as St. John of Kron- 
stadt indicates in the letter below, 
by the text of the Troparion for the 
Ninth our, which attributes to the 
lower bar the symbolic value of the 
'scale of judgement’ upon which the 
0 thieves...and the whole world... 
are weighed. 


1c must be noted in conclusion that 
the familiar Russian three~barred 

Gross, and the equally familiar sim- 
ple one-bar ‘Latin’ Cross (which is 
also in common Orthodox use), are 

only two of a mulcicude of forms of 
che Cross which have been used dur— 
ing the course of the Church's life. 


ON THE QUESTION OF THE ORIGIN 
OF THE SLANTED CROSSWISE BAR 
IN RUSSIAN CROSSES 
[hn article by N. Pokrovshy in the January 1903 supplenent to the Russian Orthodox Arerican Hessenger! 


‘The data of Byzantine and Russian antiquity, both in monuments and 1i- 
terature, show the following concerning the question of the origin of 
the slanted crosswise bar in Russian crosses. Beginning wich at least 
the ninth century, the crucifixes begin co acquire and additional foot 
board in the form of a horizontal bar, which protrudes quite impercep- 
tibly at che sides of the main vertical bar. The feet of the crucified 
Christ rest upon it. People have different ideas as to the question of 
whether this foot board was an actual part of the authentic Cross of 
Christ. But, at any rate, there can be no doube that che belief in its 
existence was quite widespread amongst the Byzantine artists. 


Not only is the foot board of the crucifix present in all the Byzantine 
and Russian crucifixes, but it is also acknowledged to be a necessary 
attribute of the Cross, worthy of veneration and prophetically alluded 
to in the words: [Let us] worship the footstool of His feet.... (Ps 98:5) 
In Russian crosses, the board at sharp angles is merely a modified foot 
board of the Byzantine crosses. This change took place gradually bet~ 
ween the tenth and eleventh centuries. in the frecos of the Kiev ca- 
thedral, the square footstool of antiquity is already transformed into 

a wide board of rhomboid shape, as might be expected from an artist who 
has little acquaintance with lineal perspecttive. In the frescos of a 
twelfth century church in the vicinity of Novgorod, it is already dif- 
ficult to recognize the original purpose of the foot board, for it has 
developed into a wide, elongated board, positioned at a steep angle. 
Possibly, Russian painters of icons meant to indicate by the inclination 
of the board that both the head and the body of Jesus Christ sagged to- 
ward the right. [...] Russian painters of icons grew very fond of this 
shape, and have repeated it with remarkable persistence. Led by their 
love of symbolical interpretations, those of our ancestors who were well- 
versed in the Holy Scriptures appropriated for it a symbolic meaning. 

In ancient manuscripts, we sometimes come across the following lines: 
"Question: Why is the footboard of the Cross of Christ pointed with the 
right side up, and the left down, and the head of Christ is also inclined 
to the right? Answer: Christ makes His right foot light and lifts it 
above the foot board in order to lighten the sins of the ones who believe 
in Him. And His left foot He lowers on the foot board in order that 
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those who do, not believe in Him should be weighed down and descend into 
hell. Wis head ts inclined to the right, that He might incline all 
the heathen to believe and to worship Him.” 


This symbolism obviously does not touch the actual origin of the foot 
board. It appeared but recently in the Russian literature (sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries), and must be numbered among the post-factum 
explanations. As noted by St. Dimitry of Rostov, the older manuscripts 
make no reference to it whatever. 


A LETTER ON THE SAME SUBJECT 
FROM ST. JOHN OF KRONSTADT 


I received a letter from Baronet Willier, who lives in Russia, but often 
visits England, and is the grandson of Baronet Willier, Court Physician 
to Emperor Alexander I. In his letter he asks me, at the request of the 
English clergymen, to explain what is the foundation of the practice to 
which Russia alone adheres, of the slanted lower bar on our crosses. 

The Baronet struck a matter which is very close to my heart. I have 
given a good deal of thought as to the origin of this custom of our 
Church, which is a comparatively recent one (fourteenth or fifteenth cen- 
tury), and have arrived at the following conclusion. In our service of 
the Ninth Hour (the hour of the death of our Savior), after the verse 
'Glory', we read the following Troparion: "In the midst of two thieves, 
Thy Cross was found to be a balance of justice: for the one was borne 
down into hades by the weight of his blasphemy; the other was raised up 
from his sins to the knowledge of theology. 0 Christ. God, glory be to 
Thee." This Troparion contains the solution of the problem. The mean- 
ing of this verse is as follows: the Cross of Christ stood for the scale 
of justice between the two thieves, who hung on their crosses at the same 
time as Christ: for one of them sank into hell, dragged down by his blas- 
phemous words; and che other, the wise thief, ascended into Heaven, as 
if soaring on light wings, because of his repentance and his profession: 
Remember me, © Lord, in Thy Kingdom. This makes it clear as to why the 
lower bars are slanted un Russia and nowhere else, with the possible ex- 
ception of countries where the custom penetrated from Russia. By the 
inclined position of the lower bar, our ancestors attempted to render 
tangible the thought of the unfaithful thief going to hell for his blas- 
phemy through the just judgement of God (the lower end of the crosswise 
bar), and of the wise thief going to Heaven for his repentance and his 


praise of God (the upper end). The use of the inclined bar is explained 
in the same way by manuscripts {n che possession of adherents to the 

old Russian ritual. This explanation most certainly contains nothing 
contrary to faith and piety, and the Church uses both forms of the Cross, 
the fourpointed and eight-pointed. This, in brief, is my answer co Ba~ 
ron Willier. Let him communicate it tc che English clergymen. 
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LETTERS 


Reverend and dear Father Gregory, 


Greetings to you in our Lord! 1 am a subscriber to your publication, 
LIVING ORTHODOXY, and I just wanted to write this long overdue letter to 
tell you how much I enjoy receiving it, and what a blessing it is to me. 


T have followed your entrance into che Russian Orthodox Church Outside 
of Russia (I am not familiar with your former jurisdiction), and I give 
thanks to God for this blessing upon you and your loved ones and upon 
those to whom you minister in the Holy Priesthood. With the Modernism 
and other outright heresies that abound in various American jurisdic~ 
tions of ‘Orthodoxy’, it is good to know that you made it to a safe ha~ 
ven, and that your publication of LIVING ORTHODOXY is available to bless 
untold faithful. 


God bless you and your loved ones, and please pray for this unworthy 


servant as'I pray for you. 
Faithfully in our Lord, 


Archimandrite Basil 
Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church 


[Letters frou our readers are always welcowe...the positive and the negative, the substantive and the 
‘just plain friendly'. Letters for publication should be, whenever possible, short and to the point, and 
vill aluays be published vith sigature unless editorial judgenent dictates otherwise. Letters which 

tight be, subject to publication, but for which such treatent is not desired, should be plainly so marked. 
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ST. HIPPOLYTUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR: 
ON THE END OF THE WORLD, AND ON ANTICHRIST, 
AND ON THE SECOND COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
(final installment in a serial reprinting) 


You see in what manner of fasting and prayer the saints will exercise 
themselves at that time. Observe, also, how hard the season and the 
times will be that are to come upon those in city and country alike. 

At thac time they will be brought from the east even unto the west; and 
they will come up from the west even unto the east, and will weep great- 
ly and wail vehemently. And when the day begins to dawn they will long 
for the night, {n order that they may find rest from their labors; and 
when the night descends upon them, by reason of the continuous earth- 
quakes and tempests in the air, they will desire even to behold the 
light of the day, and will seek how they may hereafter meet a bitter 
death. At chat time the whole earth will bewail the life of anguish, 
and the sea and air in like manner will bewail it; and the sun, too, 
will wail; and che wild beasts, together with the fowls, will wail; 
mountains and hills, and che trees of the plain, will wail on account 

of the race of man, because all have turned aside from the holy God, 

and obeyed the deceiver, and received che mark of that abominable one, 
the enemy of God, instead of the quickening cross of the Savior. 


And the churches, too, will wail with a mighty lamentation, because nei~ 
ther ‘oblation nor incense is attended to, nor a service acceptable to 
God (Mal. 1:11); but the sanctuaries of che churches will become like a 
garden-watcher's hut (Isa. 1:8), and the holy Body and Blood of Christ 
will not be shown in those days. The public service of God shall be ex- 
tinguished, psalmody shall cease, the reading of the Scriptures shall 
not be heard; but for men there shall be darkness, and lamentation on 
lamentation, and woe on woe. At that time silver and gold shall be cast 
out in the streets, and none shall gather them; but all things shall be 
held an offense. For all shall be eager to escape and hide themselves, 
and they shall not be able anywhere to find concealment from the woes of 
the adversary; but as they carry his mark about them, they shall be rea~ 
dily recognized and declared to be his. Without, there shall be fear, 
and within, trembling, both by night and by day. In the streets and in 
the houses there shall be the dead; in the streets and in the houses 
chere shall be hunger and thirst; in the streets there shall be tumults, 
and in the houses lamentations. And beauty of countenance shall be wi- 
thered, for forms shall be like those of the dead; and the beauty of wo~ 
men shall fade, and the desire of all men shall vanish. 
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Notwithstanding, not even then will the merciful and benignant God leave 
the race of men without all comfort; but He will shorten even those days 
and the period of three years and a half, and He will curtail those 
times on account of the remnant of those who hide themselves in the 
mountains and caves, that the phalanx of all chose saints fail not ut~ 
terly. But chese days shall run their course rapidly; and the kingdom 
of the deceiver and Antichrisc shall be speedily removed. And then, in 
the end, in the glance of an eye shall the fashion of this world pass 
away, and tle power of men shall be brought to nought, and all these 
visible things shall be destroyed. 


As these things, therefore, of which we have spoken before are in the 
future, beloved, when qne week is divided into parts, and the abomina~ 
tion of desoltation has arisen then, and the forerunners of the Lord 
have finished cheir proper course, and the whole world, in the end, comes 
to the consummation, what remains but the manifestation of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, the Son of God, from heaven, for Whom we have hoped; 
Who shall bring forth fire and all just judgement against those who have 
refused to believe in Him? For the Lord says, ‘For as the lightning com- 
eth out of the east, and shineth even unto the west, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of Man be; for wheresoever the carcass is, there will 
the eagles be gathered together’ (Mate 24:27f). For the sign of the 
Gross shall arise from the east even unto the west, in brightness ex~ 
ceeding that of the sun, and shall announce the advent and manifestation 
of the Judge, to give to everyone according to his works. For concerning 
the general resurrection and the kingdom of the saints, Daniel says: 

‘and many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt’ (Dan 
12:2), And Isaiah says: ‘The dead shall arise, and those in the tombs 
shall awake, and those in the earth shall rejoice’ (Isa 26:19). And our 
Lord says: ‘Many in that day shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
they that hear shall live’ (John 5:25). 


For at that time the trumpet shall sound (I Thess 4:16), and awake those 
that sleep from the lowest parts of the earth, righteous and sinners a- 
like. And every kindred and tongue and tribe shall be raised in the 
twinkling of an eye (I Cor 15:52); and they shall stand upon the face of 
the earth, waiting for the coming of the righteous and terrible Judge, 
in fear and trembling unutterable. For the river of fire shall come 
forth in fury like an angry sea, and shall burn up mountains and hills, 
and shall make the sea vanish, and shalf dissolve the atmosphere with 


ics heat like wax (II Pet 3:12). The stars of heaven shall fail (Mace 
24:29), che sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood 
(Aces 2:20). The heaven shall be rolled cogether like a scroll (Rev 6: 
14); the whole earth shall be burnt up by reason of the deeds done in 
it, which men did corruptly, in fornications, in adulteries, and in lies 
and uncleanness, and in (dolatries and in murders, and in battles. For 
there shall be the new heaven and the new earth (Rev 21:1). 


Then shall the holy angels run on their commission to gather, together 
all the nations, whom thac terrible voice of the trumpet shall awake 
out of sleep. And before the Judgement-seat of Christ shall stand 
those who were once kings and rulers, chief priests and priests; and 
they shall give an account of their administration, and of the fold, 
whoever of them through their negligence have lost one sheep out of the 
flock. And then shall be brought forward soldiers who were not content 
with their provision (Lk 3:14), but oppressed widows and orphans and 
beggars. Then shall be arraigned the collectors of tribute, who des 
poil the poor man of more than is ordered, and who make real gold like 
adulterate, in order to milct the needs, in fields and in houses and in 
che churches. Then shall rise up the lewd wich shame, who have not kept 
their beds undefiled, but have been ensnared by all manner of fleshly 
beauty, and have gone in the way of their own lusts. Then shall rise up 
those who have not kept the love of the Lord, mute and gloomy, because 
they contemned the Light commandment of the Savior, which says, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Then they, too, shall weep who have 
possessed the unjust balance, and unjust weights and measures, and dry 
measures, as they wait for the righteous Judge. 


And why should we add many words concerning those who are brought before 
the bar? Then the righteous shall shine forth like the sun, while the 
wicked shall be shown to be mute and gloomy. For both the righteous and 
the wicked shall be raised incorruptible: the righteous, to be honored 
eternally, and to taste immortal joys; and the wicked, to be punished 
eternally. Each ponders the question as to what answer he shall give 

to the righteous Judge for his deeds, whether good or bad. With all 
men, each one's actions shall surround him, whether he be good or evil. 
For the powers of che heavens shall be shaken, and fear and trembling 
shall consume all things, both heaven and earch and things under the 
earth. And every tongue shall confess Him openly (Phil 2:11), and shall 
confess Him Who comes co judge rightous judgement, the mighty God and 
Maker of all things. Then with fear and astonishment shall come angels, 
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thrones, principalities, powers, dominions (Col 1:16), and the cherubim 
and seraphim with their many eyes and six wings, all crying aloud with a 
mighty voice, 'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts, omnipotent; the 
heaven and the earth are full of Thy giory’ (Isa 6:3). And the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, che Judge who accepts no man's person, and the 
Jurist Who distributes Justice to every man, shall be revealed upon His 
dread and lofty throne; and all the flesh of mortals shall see His face 
with great fear and trembling, both the righteous and the sinner. 


Then shall the son of perdicion be brought forward, to wit, the accuser, 
with his demons and with his servants, by angels stern and inexorable. 
And they shall be given over co che fire that is never quenched, and to 
the worm that never sleepeth, and to the outer darkness. For the peo- 
ple of the Hebrews shall see Him in human form, as He appeared to them 
when He came by the holy Virgin in the flesh, and as they crucified Him. 
‘And He will show them che prints of the nails in lis hands and feet, and 
His side pierced with che spear, and His head crowned with thorns, and 
His honorable Cross. And once for all shall che people of the Hebrews 
see these things, and they shall mourn and weep, as the prophet exclaims, 
"They shall look upon Him Whom they have pierced (Zech 12:10; Jn 19:37); 
and there shall be none to help them or to pity them, because they re~ 
pented not, neither turned aside from the wicked way. And these shall 
go away into everlasting punishment with the demons and the accuser. 


Then He shall gather together all nations, as the holy Gospel so strik- 
ingly declares. For what says Matthew the Evangelist, or rather the 
Lord Himself, in the Gospel? ‘When the Son of Man shall come in His 
glory, and all the holy angels with Him, chen shall He sit upon the 
throne of His glory: and before Him shall be gathered all nations; and 
He shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats: and He shall set the sheep on His right hand, but the 
goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand, 
Gome, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world’ (Matt 25: 31-4). Come, ye prophets who were 
cast out for My name's sake. Come, ye patriarchs, who before My advent 
were obedient to Me, and longed for My kingdom. Come, ye apostles, who 
were My fellows in My sufferings in My incarnation, and suffered with 

Me in the Gospel. Come, ye martyrs, who confessed Me before despots, 
and endured many torments and pains. Come, ye hierarchs, who did Me sa~ 
cred service blamelessly day and night, and made the oblation of My 
honorable Body and Blood daily. 
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Come, ye saints, who disciplined yourselves in mountains and caves and 
dens of the earth, who honored My name by continence and prayer and vir— 
ginity. Come, ye maidens, who desired My bride-chamber, and loved no 
other bridegroom thaniMe, who by your testimony and habit of life were 
wedded to Me, the immortal and incorruptible Bridegroom. Come, ye 
friends of the poor and the stranger. Gome, ye who kept My live, as I 
am love. Come, ye who possess peace, for I own that peace. Come, ye 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, ye who es- 
teemed not riches, ye who had compassion on the poor, who aided the or— 
phans, who helped the widows, who gave drink to the thirsty, who fed the 
hungry, who received strangers, who clothed the naked, who visited the 
sick, who comforted those in prison, who helped the blind, who kept the 
seal of the faith inviolate, who assembled yourselves together in the 
churches, who Listened to My Scriptures, who longed for My words, who ob- 
served My law day and night, who endured hardness with Me like good sol- 
dters, seeking co please Me, your heavenly King. Come, inherit the king 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. Behold, My king= 
dom {s made ready; behold, paradise is opened; behold, My immortality is 
shown in [ts beauty. Come all, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. 


en shall the righteous answer, astonished at the mighty and wondrous 
fact that He, Whom the hosts of angels cannot look upon openly, ad- 
dresses them as friends, and shall cry out to Him, Lord, when saw we 
thee hungry, and fed Thee? Master, when saw we Thee thirsty, and gave 
Thee drink? Thou Terrible One, when saw we Thee naked, and clothed 
‘Thee? Immortal, when saw we Thee a stranger, and took Thee in? Thou 
Friend of man, when saw we Thee sick or in prison, and came unto Thee? 
‘Thou art the ever-living One. Thou art without beginning, like the Fa~ 
ther, and co-eternal with the Spirit. Thou art He Who made all things 
out of nothing. Thou art the Prince of the angels. Thou art He at Whom 
the depths tremble (IV Esdras 3:8). Thou art He Who is covered with 
light as with a garment (Ps 104:2). Thou art He Who made us, and fa~ 
shioned us of earth. Thou art He Who formed things invisible (Col 1:16). 
From Thy presence the whole earth fleeth away (Rev 20:11), and how have 
we received hospitably Thy kingly power and lordship? 


Then shall the King of kings make answer again, and say to them, Inso- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye 
have done it unto Me. Insomuch as ye have received those of whom I have 
already spoken unto you, and clothed them, and fed them, and given them 
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to drink, I mean the poor who are My members, ye have done it unto Me. 
But come ye into the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; enjoy for ever and ever that which is given you by My Father in 
heaven, and the holy and quickening Spiric. And what mouth then will be 
able to tell out those blessings which eye hath not seen, not ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love Him? 


Ye have heard of tHe ceaseless joy, ye have heard of the immoveable king- 
dom, ye have heard of the feast of blessings without end. Learn now, 
then, also the address of anguish with which the just Judge andilthe be- 
nignant God shall speak to those on the left hand in unmeasured anger 
and wrath, Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels. Ye have prepared these things for your~ 
selves; take to yourselves also the enjoyment of them. Depart from Me, 
ye cursed, into the outer darkness, and into che unquenchable fire, pre~ 
pared for the devil and his angels. 1 made you, and ye gave yourselves 
to another. I am He Who brought you forth from your mothers’ wombs, and 
ye rejected Me. I am He Who fashioned you from earth by my word of com- 
mand, and ye gave yourselves co another. 1 am He Who nurtured you, and 
ye served another. I ordained the earth and the sea for your maintenance 
‘and the bound of your life, and ye listened not to My commandments. 1 
made the light for you, chat ye might enjoy che day, and the night also 
that ye might have rest; and ye vexed Me, and sec Me at nought with your 
wicked words, and opened the door to the passions. Depart from Me, ye 
workers of iniquity. I know you not, I recognize you not: ye made your= 
selves the workmen of another lord---namely, the devil. With him, {n= 
herit ye the darkness, and the fire that {s not quenched, and the worm 
that sleepeth not, and the gnashing of teeth. 


For I was hungry, and ye gave Me no meat; 1 was thirsty, and ye gave Me 
no drink; I was a stranger, and ye took Me not in; naked, and ye clothed 
Me not; sick, and ye visited Me not; I was in prison, and ye came not 
unto Me. I made your ears that you might hear the Scriptures; and ye 
prepared them for the songs of demons, and lyres, and jesting. I made 
your eyes that ye might see the light of My commandements and keep them; 
and ye called in fornication and wantonness, and opened them to all man- 
ner of uncleanness. I prepared your mouth for the utterance of adora- 
tion, and praise and psalms and spiritual odes, and for the exercise of 
continuous reading; and ye Fitted it to railing, and swearing, and blas- 
phemies, while ye sat and spake evil of your neighbors. I made your 
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hands that ye might scret 1 prayers and supplications, and 
ye put them forth to robberies and murders and the killing of each other. 
I ordained your feet to walk in the preparation cf the Gospel of peace, 
both in the churches and the houses of My saints; and ye taught them ro 
run to adulteries and fornications, and cheatres and dancings, and ele- 
vations [the somersaults of harlequins?— 


At last the assembly is dissolved, the spectacle of this life ceaseth: 
its deceit and its semblance are passed away. Cleave to Me, to Whom 
every knee boweth, of things in heaven, and things on earth, and things 
under the earth. For all who have been negligent, and who have not 

shown pity in well-doing there, have nothing else due them than the un- 
quenchable fire. For I am the Friend of man, but yet also a righteous 
Judge to all. For I shall reward the recompense according to desert: I 
shall give the reward to all, according to each man's labor; I shall make 
return to all, according to each man's conflict. I wish to have pity, 
but I see no oil in your vessels. I desire to have mercy, but ye have 
passed through life entirely without mercy. I long to have compassion, 
but your lamps are dark by reason of your hardness of heart. Depart from 
Me. For judgement is without mercy to him that hath shown no mercy (Jas 
2:13). 


Then shall they also make answer to the dread Judge, Who accepteth no 
man's person: Lord, when saw we Thee hungry, or athirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and ministered not unto Thee? Lord, 
dost Thou know us not? Thou didst form us, Thou didst fashion us, Thou 
didst make us of four elements, Thou didst give us spirit and soul. On 
Thee we believed; Thy seal we received, Thy baptism we obtained; we ac- 
knowledged Thee to be God, we knew Thee to be Creator; in Thee we wrought 
signs, through Thee we cast out demons, for Thee we mortified the flesh, 
for Thee we preserved virginity, for Thee we practiced chastity, for 

‘Thee we became strangers on the earth; and Thou sayest, I know you not, 
depart from Me! Then shall He make answer to them, and say, Ye acknow- 
ledged Me as Lord, but ye kept not My words. Ye were marked with the 
seal of My Cross, but ye deleted it by the harness of your hearts. Ye 
obtained My baptism, but ye observed not My commandments. Ye subdued 
your bodies unto virginity, but ye kept not mercy, but ye did not cast 
the hatred of your brothers out of your souls. For not every one that 
saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall be saved, but he that doech My will 

(Matt 7:23). And these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into life eternal. 
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"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life.’ 
Ye have heard, beloved, the answer of the Lord; ye have learned the sen— 
tence of the Judge; ye have been given to understand what kind of aw- 
ful scrutiny awaits us, and what day and what hour are before us. Let 
us therefore ponder this every day; let us meditate on this both day 
and night, both in the house, and by the way, and in the churches, that 
we may not stand forth at that dread and impartial judgement condemned, 
abased and sad, but with purity of life, action, conversation and con- 
fession; so that co us also the merciful and benignant God may say, "Thy 
faith hath saved thee; go in peace’ (Lk 7:50); and again, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the Joy of thy 
Lord’ (Matt 25:23). Which joy may it be ours to reach, by the grace and 
kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom pertain glory, honor and ado~ 
ration, with His Father Who is without beginning, and His holy and good 
and quickening Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. 


ST. HIPPOLYTUS ON THE TWELVE APOSTLES: 
WHERE EACH OF THEM PREACHED, AND WHERE HE MET HIS END 


PETER preached the Gospel in Pontus, and Galatia, and Cappadiocia, and 
Betania, and Italy and Asia, and was afterwards crucified by Nero in 
Rome with his head downwards, as he had himself desired to suffer in 
that manner. 


ANDREW preached to the Scythians (southern Russians) and Thracians, and 


was crucified, suspended on an olive tree, at Patrae, a town of Achaica; 
and there too he was buried. 
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JOHN, again, in Asia, was banished by Domitian che king to the isle of 
Patmos, in which also he wrote his Gospel and saw the apocalyptic vision; 
and in Trajan's time he fell asleep at Ephesus, where his remains were 
sought for, but could not be found. 


JAMES, his brother, when preaching in Judea, was cut off with the sword 
by Herod the tetrarch, and was buried there. 


PHILIP preached in Phrygia, and was crucified in Hierapolis with his head 
downward in the time of Domitian, and was buried there. 


BARTHOLOMEW, again, preached to the Indians, to whom he also gave the 
Gospel according to Matthew, and was crucified with his head downward, 
and was buried in Allanum, a town of the great Armenia. 


And MATTHEW wrote the Gospel in the Hebrew tongue, and published it at 
Jerusalem, and fell asleep at Hierees, a town of Parthia 


And THOMAS preached to the Parthians, Medes, Persians, Hyrcanians, Bac— 
trians, and Margians, and was thrust through in the four members of his 
body with a pine spear at Calamene, the city of India, and was buried 
there. 


‘And JAMES THE SON OF ALPHAEUS, when preaching in Jerusalem, was stoned 
to death by the Jews, and was buried there beside the Temple. 


JUDE, who is also called LEBBAEUS, preached to the people of Edessa, and 
to all Mesopotamia, and fell asleep at Berytus, and was buried there. 


SIMON THE ZBALOT, the son of Clopas, who is also called Jude, became bi- 
shop of Jerusalmen after James the Just, and fell asleep and was buried 
there at the age of 120 years. 


And MATTHIAS, who was one of the seventy, was numbered along with the 
eleven apostles, and preached in Jerusalem, and fell asleep and was bu~ 
ried there. 


And PAUL entered into the apostleship a year after the assumption of 
Christ; and beginning at Jerusalem, he advanced as far as Illyricum, and 
Italy, and Spain, preaching the Gospel for five-and-thirty years. And 
in the time of Nero he was beheaded at Rome, and was buried there. 
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NOW AVAILABLE: 


LETTERS FROM A CONVERT 
by MARIANNA FRIESEL 


This collection of three letters which attempt to address some of the 
key issues raised in the minds of protestants should be of value to any 
who seek to speak for the Faith to non-orthodox parents, friends, and 
inquirers. While avoiding an excessively ‘theological’ tone, the let~ 
ters nevertheless squarely confront the basic problems of Scripture and 
Tradition, ecclesiology, and religious practice which are most commonly 
raised by protestant objectors and inquirers. Originally published se- 
rially in LIVING ORTHODOXY, the letters have been extensively revised in 
the Light of comments from several sources within the Church. The text 
has been typeset on advanced equipment, and will be printed in a conve~ 
niet pocket-size 64pp. booklet, together with several black-and-white 
representations of’ icons. 


FORTHCOMING: 


A PICTORIAL INTRODUCTION TO THE ORTHODOX FAITH, trans- 
lated from the original Japanese text with newly-drawn illustrations 
Long delayed in the making, it is our expectation that the book will at 
last be ready for release before che summer {s completely behind us. 

In consequence of the delay, prepublication orders will continue to be 
accepted at $3.50/copy uncil the end of August. 


PRINTING: 


At long last, the facilities of the Press are approaching the state at 
which it is reasonable to accept outside work...work which is much needed 
in order to continue the improvement of the facilities, and to help to 
provide a living income for the publisher/printer/pastor in this mission 
outpost in the South. While we probably cannot compete with your local 
‘jiffy-printer' for short-run small jobs (such as lecterheads), the 

cost of having pamphlets and small booklets done here should be at least 
equal to, or perhaps even less than, those of having similar work done 
commercially. So...if you'd like to have a saint's Life printed, or a 
booklet for your church, or some such work...please remember us when you 
begin to make preparations! 


[FROM THE PRESS BOOKSERVICE. 


LIVING ORTHODOXY, back issues (1 
Volumes 1 & 11, hardbound 
Vols, I, Ty TIT, each: 
Individual inswes, each: 

ac. Vols Ty Nos. 5/63 

GAPE COMMONTTY NEWSLETTER, 
iosuen as available: 
complete from "73, o/ xeronea: 

The Sa mntal Life (*) 

‘A Spiritual Portrait of St. Jobn of 


Kronstadt (Archinandeite Constantine) é*) 


Against Falve Union 
Iportayy and Antichrink 
Hlesned Athanasia 
(hristianity or the Papacy 
The Church is One (Khomiakow) 
History of the Council of Florence 
Tr. don of Kronstadt (Bp. Alexander) 
Blessed John Haxinovitch 
The Northern Thebald—hardbound 
—paperbound 
The One Thing Needful (Abp. Andre) 
The Restoration of the Orthodox Way 
of Life (Abp. Andrei) 
Orthodox Christian Youth Conference 
Lectures 1978: 
1, What is Secularisa? 
IL. Icons: Aids in Spiritual Struggle 
IIT, The Presbyter as Marriage Coun- 
lors Orth. Christian Marriage 
The Orthodox Veneration of the Mother of 
God (Abp. John Maxinovitch) 
‘Orthodoxy and the Religion of the Future 
The Life of St, Spyridon of Trenithus 


$20.00 


5.00 
1.00 
2.00 


8.0 
23.00 
2.00 


5.00 
2.50 
150 
180 
1.00 
1s 
2.50 


125 
1.50 


2.50 
2.00 


5.00 
150 


Righteous Youth Peter Michurin 
Prayer Book (hardbound) 
Psalter (hardbound) 
Response of the Orthodax Church to Roman 
Catholic Overtures on Reunion 
‘St. Herman's Calendar 1982 
Seraphie's Seraphin 
The Soul After Death (Fr. Seraphie Rose) 
The May of the Aaceties 
Wut Orthodox Iconcgraphy Is (Kontaglu) 
A ldonderful Revelation to the World 
(St. Seraphie of Sarov) 
The Life of Elder Zosiaa 
Paga-hicholas Plans 
Christianity or the Church (Abp. Tlarion) 
Froe Glory to Glory (St. Gregory of Nyssa) 
Letters from a Convert (*) 
ou RUATUIGLE AGI 
Fron the Life and teachings of Mop. Avecky: 
‘Stand Fast in the Trth 
Life and orks 
Works, Vol, I 
(edited by Fr. Demetrics Serfes) 


SOME USEFUL LEAFLETS: 


The Arathenas as Acts of Love 
Children and Prayer 

Wow to Form an Orthodox Constience 
Introduction to the Jesus Prayer 
The Orthodox Church 

What is the Orthodox Church? 

Prayer 

The Orthodox Church: Heaven on Earth 
Is There an Invisible Church? 


(*) publication of the St. John of Kronstadt Press; inquire concerning quantity prices 


POSTAGE/HAWOLING: orders to $10, $1; to $20, $2; to $50, $3; over $50 postpaid. Customers outside USA 
please double these postage allovances; over $50 allow 1G. All remittances in US funds, please. Due 
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FROM THE FATHERS 


St. Leo the Great, Pope of Rome (+A.D. 461): "To this city therefore, 
you, 0 Most Blessed Apostle Peter, feared not to come, and while the A~ 
postle Paul, the companion of your glory, was till engaged in the es— 
tablishing of the other churches, you faced into this forest of raging 
beasts, this deep and stormy ocean, with more firmness than when you 
‘once walked upon the sea. Nor did you fear Rome the Mistress of the 
world, you who had once trembled before the maidservant of the High 
Priest in the house of Caiphas. Was there less power in the courts of 
Claudius than in those of Pilate, less cruelty in Nero than in the bar- 
barity of the Jews? It was the power of love therefore which overcame 
the causes of your fear: you did not think they should be feared whom 
you had taken to your heart to love. And you conceived this fruit of a 
fearless love when the love you professed for the Lord had become stead- 
¢ in the mystery of His thrice-repeated questioning." 


St. Leo the Great: “There should be rejoicing everywhere in the commemo— 
ration of all the saints. But rightly should we glory with a greater 
joy in the supreme fidelity of these fathers (SS Peter and Paul) whom 
God's grace has exalted to so high a place among all the members of the 
Church, so that He has placed them as the twin lights of the eye in that 
Body whose Head is Christ." 


Hieromartyr Cyprian of Carthage (+A-D. 258): "Our Lord, Whose commands 
we ought to fear and observe, says in the Gospel, by way of assigning 

the episcopal dignity and settling the plan of His Church: 'I say unto 
you that you are Peter, and upon this rock will I build My Church, and 
the gates of hell will not prevail against it. And to you I will give 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: and whatsoever thing you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatsoever you loose on earth, they 
will be loosed also in heaven.’ From that time, the ordination of bi- 
shops and the plan of the Church flows on through the changes of times 
and successions; for the Church is founded upon the bishops, and every 
act of the Church is controlled by these same rulers. Since this has 
indeed been established by Divine law, I marvel at the rash boldness of 
certain persons who have desired to write to me as if they were writing 
their letters in the name of the Church, since ‘the Church is established 
upon the bishop and upon the clergy and upon all who stand firm in the 
Faith." 

[Cribbed, as this colum often is, fron THE SHEPHERD, pastoral letter of the London Russian Orthodox Pa 
rsh, 16 St. Dunstan" s Road, Barons Court, London M6, United Kingdon. 


